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Redescriptions of the Japanese Species of the Genus
Hololepta (Coleoptera, Histeridae), Part 2"

Masahiro OHARA
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Abstract This is the second part of the study of the Japanese Hololepta. H. de-
pressa and H. higoniae are redescribed and illustrated.

Hololepta (Hololepta) depressa LEw1s, 1884

[Japanese name: Hirata-emmamushi]

(Figs. 1,3 and 1 B, E, G, 2B in Part 1)

Hololepta depressa LEw1s, 1884, 132 [Japan: Kumagawa in Higo (=Kumamoto Pref.)]; ADACHI, 1930,
252 [key; noted]; NAKANE, 1963, 69, pl. 35, fig. 2 [noted; photo]; KRYZHANOVSKI) & REICHARDT,
1976, 405 [key; noted]; HisamaTsu, 1985, 230, pl. 41, fig. 32 [noted; photo].

Hololepta (Hololepta) depressa: BICKHARDT, 1910, 5 [catalogued]; 1916, 26 [catalogued]; MAZUR,
1984, 259 [catalogued].

Description. Male (Fig. 1 A) and female. Body length: PPL 5.7-7.0 mm,
PEL 3.9-4.2 mm. Width, 3.1-3.7 mm. Biometric data are given in Table 1. Body
depressed, oblong, black and shining; tarsi, maxillary palpi and antennae rufopiceous.

Surface of head sparsely clothed with fine punctures which are separated by two
or three times their diameters, and transversely depressed on each side behind eye.
Mandible well developed. Labrum with a deep impression on mid-line.

Pronotal sides strongly arcuate, convergent anteriorly and posteriorly, and rather
strongly anteriorly; apical angles acute. Marginal pronotal stria complete laterally
but broadly interrupted anteriorly. Surface of pronotum sparsely clothed with fine
punctures like that of head.

Epipleura of elytron feebly depressed along epipleural marginal stria, but convex
and impunctate on median area. Marginal epipleural stria complete and distinctly
carinate. Margin of elytra with a large longitudinal fossa, the anterior end attaining
to the basal margin of elytron but the posterior end not to apex of elytron. First
dorsal stria present on basal fourth, the area inside the stria feebly depressed. No
other dorsal stria. Surface of elytra sparsely clothed with microscopic punctures which
are separated by two or three times their diameters.

Propygidium (Fig. 1 E in Part 1) sparsely covered with fine punctures throughout,

1) Part 1: Elytra, Tokyo, 19: 101-110 (1991).
2) Present address: Otaru Museum, Ironai 2-1-20, Otaru, Hokkaido, 047 Japan.
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Fig. 1. Hololepta depressa LEwis. —— A, Adult, male, dorsal view; B, aedeagus, dorsal view;
C, ditto, lateral view; D, male genitalia, 8th tergite and sternum, dorsal view; E, ditto,
lateral view; F, ninth and 10th tergites, dorsal view; G, ditto, lateral view; H, spicules,
ventral view.

and with coarse punctures intermingled laterally, which are separated by three to five
times or more their diameters. Pygidium densely covered with coarse punctures (Fig.
1 G in Part 1).

Anterior margin of prosternal lobe (Fig. 2 B in Part 1) feebly emarginate at mid-
dle and with hairs; the lobe short and transverse; disk evenly and microscopically
punctate, the punctures separated by about twice their diameters. Prosternal keel
flat, narrowest at middle, and becoming broader posteriorly; posterior margin of the
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Table 1. Biometric data for Hololepta depressa LEwis and H. higoniae LEWIS.

Part measured ‘ H. depr essa H. higoniae
APW \ 1.3 -1.55(1. 43_&0 031) 8 1.5-1.8 (1.65+0.045) 5
PW 2.85-3.75(3.3440.097) 8 3.1-3.8 (3.4740.105) 5
PL ‘ 1.7 2.1 (1.9 4£0.048) 8 1.9-2.2 (2.104:0.049) 5
EL 1.8 2.2 (2.0140.052) 8 1.9-2.25(2.054-0.060) 5
EW } 3.1 -3.7 (3.414+0.077) 8 3.2-3.6 (3.44+0.073) 5
Prow ‘ 2.35-2.9 (2.604-0.079) 7 2.5-2.9 (2.664-0.067) 5
ProL f 1.6 2.1 (1.884+0.071)7 2.0-2.4 (2.1440.065) 5
PTL 0.9 -1.1 (1.014-0.029) 8 1.0-1.2 (1.124-0.030) 5
MSTL 0.7 -0.95(0.80+0.027) 8 0.7-1.0 (0.844-0.046) 5
MTTL 0.85-1.05(0.96+4-0.023) 8 0.8-1.0 (0.9240.033) 5

keel feebly and outwardly arcuate, overhanging the anterior area of mesosternum;
disk sparsely clothed with microscopic punctures.

Anterior margin of mesosternum covered with prosternal keel, the covered area
depressed in a fan-shape to fit the posterior margin of prosternal keel. Marginal stria
of mesosternum separated onto each side of anterior margin, well impressed, and absent
laterally. Meso-metasternal suture complete, obtusely angulate at middle. Lateral
stria of metasternum extending posteriorly, and attaining to the middle of metasterno-
metepisternal suture. Intercoxal disk of meso- and metasterna evenly and sparsely
clothed with microscopic punctures. Lateral disk of metasternum with some ir-
regular, [arge and shallow punctures which usually continue to one another.

Intercoxal disk of Ist abdominal sternum with punctation similar to that of in-
tercoxal disk of metasternum, and with a complete stria on each side. Second ab-
dominal sternum with a short stria on each lateral half.

Protibia with 3 denticles on outer margin. Profemoral posterior stria present
on apical half but indistinct. Meso- and metatibiae with 3 denticles on outer margin.

Male genitalia: as in Fig. 1 B~H. Ninth tergite asymmetrical.

Specimens examined. 1 3,3 Q9 and 4 exs.

[Hokkaido] 1 ex., Sapporo, no date, S. MATSUMURA leg. (EIHU). [Honshu]
{Aomori-ken) 1 ex., Tsuta-yu, Towada, 24-VII-1954, J. Aok leg. (NSMT). (Fuku-
shima-ken) 2 @ @, Karasugawa-rindd, Moniwa, lizakachd, 29-VI-1976, 18-VI-1987,
K. TAzoOE leg.; 1 ex., Yunohana, Tateiwa, Minami-aizu, 7-V-1949, K. HAvAsHI leg.
(NSMT). (Tokyo-to) I ex., Nippara, 26-VIII-1966, Y. Kurosawa leg. (NSMT).
{Gifu-ken) 1 &, Kawai-mura, Hida, 7-VI-1952, H. ToriGal leg. (NA). [Kyushu]
(Oita-ken) 1 @, Mt. Katamuki, VIII-1954, K. Kurosa leg.

Distribution (Fig. 3). Japan (Hokkaido; Honshu; Shikoku; Kyushu); Taiwan.

Remarks. This species is very similar to Hololepta plana (SULZER, 1776) oc-
curring in Europe, Caucasia, Siberia and Korea, but can be separated from the latter
by the coarse and dense punctation of pygidium (Fig. 1 G, H in Part I).
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Hololepta (Hololepta) higoniae LEw1s, 1894
[Japanese name: Higo-hirata-emmamushi]

(Figs.2,3and 1 C, F,2Cin Part 1)

Hololepta parallela Lewis, 1884, 132 (nec STurM, 1868) [Japan: Higo (=Kumamoto Pref.); Konose:
Yuyama).

Hololepta higoniae LEwi1s, 1894, 174; 1914, 239 [Tonkin; Laos]; DESBORDES, 1919, 342; CooMAN, 1939,
65 [Tonkin]; NAKANE, 1963, 69, pl. 35, fig. 1 [noted ; photo]; KRYZHANOVSKI) & REICHARDT, 1976,
404 [key; figured]; HisaMATsU, 1985, 230, pl. 41, fig. 34 [noted; photol].

Hololepta (Hololepta) higoniae: BICKHARDT, 1910, 5 [catalogued]; 1916, 28 [catalogued]; MAZUR,
1984, 258 [catalogued].

Description. Male (Fig. 2 A) and female. Body length: PPL 5.85-6.8 mm,
PEL 3.7-4.3 mm. Width, 3.2-3.6 mm. Biometric data are given in Table 1. Body
depressed, oblong, black and shining; tarsi, maxillary palpi, and antennae rufopiceous.

Surface of head sparsely clothed with fine punctures which are separated by three
to five times or more their diameters, and with a transverse depression on each side
behind eye. Mandible well developed, its surface finely punctulate. Labrum with a
deep impression on mid-line.

Pronotal sides regularly arcuate, convergent apically and basally. Marginal
pronotal stria completely present along lateral margin. Surface of pronotum sparsely
clothed with microscopic punctures, which are a little sparser than on head.

Epipleura of elytron feebly depressed along epipleural marginal stria, and with
alutaceous ground sculpture. Marginal epipleural stria complete and strongly cari-
nate. Margin of elytron with a large longitudinal fossa, its anterior end attaining to
the basal fifth of elytron and posterior end to the apical fourth. First dorsal stria
present on basal fourth but rudimentary. No other dorsal stria. Surface of elytra
sparsely clothed with microscopic punctures which are similar to pronotal ones.

Propygidium (Fig. 1 F in Part 1) pentagonal, sparsely clothed with microscopic
punctures throughout, with a half-circular stria on each side which is strongly carinate,
and with a coarse puncture at each lateral angle. Pygidium sparsely clothed with
microscopic punctures.

Anterior margin of prosternal lobe (Fig. 2 C in Part 1) straight. Prosternal lobe
short, transverse and microscopically punctulate. Prosternal keel flat, rather broad,
narrowest at middle, becoming broader posteriorly, without stria separating the lobe
from the keel; posterior margin of the keel obtusely and outwardly angulate. Disk
of the lobe and keel impunctate. Prosternal keel overhanging the anterior area of
mesosternum.

Anterior area of mesosternum covered with the posterior keel, and depressed to fit
the posterior margin of prosternal keel. Marginal stria of mesosternum separated
onto each side of anterior margin, and absent laterally. Meso-metasternal suture
complete, obtusely angulate at middle. Lateral stria extending posteriorly and ob-
liquely, the apical end attaining to the basal third of metasterno-metepisternal suture.
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0.5 mm i E
Fig. 2. Hololepta higoniae LEwis. —— A, Adult, male, dorsal view; B, aedeagus, dorsal view;

C, ditto, lateral view; D, male genitalia, 8th tergite and sternum, dorsal view; E, ditto,
lateral view; F, ninth and 10th tergites, dorsal view; G, ditto, lateral view; H, spicules
ventral view.

Intercoxal disk of meso- and metasterna impunctate. Lateral metasternal disk with
several deep and transverse rugae.

Intercoxal disk of Ist abdominal sternum with a complete stria on each side, and
impunctate.

Protibia with 4 denticles on outer margin. Profemur with short femoral stria on
apical sixth. Mesotibia with 3 denticles on outer margin. Metatibia with 2 denticles
near the apex.

Male genitalia: as in Fig. 2 B-H.

Specimens examined. 2 33,1 Q and 17 exs.

[Honshu] (Fukushima-ken) 2 33, 1 @ and 5 exs., Kita-aizu, 15-IV-1950, Y.
KurosawaA leg. (NA); 11 exs., Ohta, Aizu-wakamatsu, 15-1V-1950, Y. KUROSAWA
leg. (NSMT). [Kyushu] (Kumamoto-ken) 1 ex., Kumagawa, no date and col-
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® Hololepta depressa

O Hololepta higoniae

Fig. 3. Collection sites of Hololepta depressa and H. higoniae in Japan.

lector’s name. (BSM).

Distribution (Fig. 3). Japan (Honshu; Kyushu); Laos; Viet-Nam; Taiwan;
China (Yunnan).

Remarks. This species is easily distinguished from the other Japanese species by
the presence of striae on the propygidium. This species is closely related to Hololepta
elongata ERICHSON, 1834, occurring in the Oriental Region.
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