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New or Little-known Elateridae(Coleoptera) from Japan, XXXIX

H itoo OHIRA

Kitsuneyama6-4, Maigi-cho, 0kazaki, 444-3511 Japan

A bs t r act Two new species of elaterid beetles arc described and illustrated from
Okinawa-honto Is. of the Ryukyu Islands. They are named Quasimus /11,o、,oshii andQua-
simus oki,Ia、,、,ensis, both belonging to the subfamily Negastriinae.

In the present study, I am going to describe two new species of the elaterid genus
Quasimus Gozls, 1886 from Okinawa-honto Is. of the Ryukyu Islands. The holotype
of each species to be described in this paper are preserved in the collection of the
National Science Museum(Nat. Hist ), Tokyo.

Before going further, I wish to express my sincere grati tude to Dr. Shun-lobi
UENo of the National Science Museum (Nat. Hist), Tokyo, for his reading the manu-
script and giving me useful suggestions, and to Mr. Hiroyoshi HIRAMATsU of Waka-
yama for his kindness in offering the specimens used in this study.

Quasimus hiroyoshii sp n o v.

(Fig. l A-K)

Male. Length 18-2.0mm, width about 0.8-0.9 mm. Body broad and subovate,
moderately convex above; black and shining except for2nd and3rd segments of an-
tennae(remaining segments blackish brown) and tarsi of legs(femora and tibiae dusky
brown) which are more or less orange yellow. Vestiture cinereous, short and semide-
cumbent on elytra, longer and decumbent on pronotum.

Head gently convex between eyes, weakly depressed at subvertica1 portion be-
tween antennae; surface rather minutely and evenly punctate(Fig.1 E); clypea1 margin
well ridged and rounded at middle(Fig.1 E↑). Antenna rather short, with the tip a lit-
tle shorter than posterior angle of pronotum; basal segment robust and subovate,2nd
subcylindrica1,3rd subtriangular and clearly shorter than2nd(Fig.1 F),4th to 10th im-
perfectly serrate.

Pronotum subtrapezoida1, clearly wider than its length, with sides weakly sinuate
just before posterior angles, thence weakly rounded and gradually convergent towards
anterior angles (Fig. 1 G); disc rather gently convex, evenly and moderately densely
punctate, but the punctures become sparser on summit (Fig. 1 H); posterior angles,
short, pointed posteriorly (Fig. 1 K). Presternal process rather short and clearly sinuate
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Fig. 1 . Qtlasim1ls /1i1ovos/1i1 sp nov., male (Okinawa-honto Is ). - A, Holotype; B, scutellun、; C,
presternal process, lateral aspect; D, right metasterna1 carinae; E,hcad and clypea1 margin, dorsal as-
pect; F, 2nd to4th segments of left antenna, G, pronotum, dorsal aspect; H, some punctures on the
disc of pronotum; I, apical portion of lateral lobes ofaedcagus, ventral aspect; J, same, median lobe;
K, right posterior angle o f pronotum

near the tip when viewed from lateral side(Fig. 1 C). Scutellum broad and flattened,
with ring-like carination subtriangularand obtusely pointed at apex(Fig.1 BI、).

Elytra about 17 times as long as their basal width, with sides almost parallel jn
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basal halves, thence rounded and gradually convergent towards apices which are nor-
mally rounded; striae indistinct; right metasterna1 carinae of metasternum as illustrated
(Fig. 1 D).

Aedeagus (ventral aspect) as illustrated; median lobe elongate and constricted
near apex which is obtusely pointed apically(Fig.1 J); each lateral lobe narrow, gradu-
ally narrowing towards minutely pointed apex(Fig.1 I).

F em a l e. Very similar to male and difficult to distinguish from the latter without
examination of genital apparatus.

Holotype: d, Mt. Yonaha-dake in Okinawa-honto Is., 2-V-1978, H. HIRAMATsU
leg. Paratypes:4exs., same locality as for the holotype,2~3-V-1978, H. HIRAMATsU
leg;2 exs., Mt. Ara-dake on Kume-jima Is.,8-V-1978, H. HIRAMATsUleg.

Dist ri but ion. Ok inawa-honto Is and Kume-j ima Is. of the Ryukyu Islands,
Japan.

This new species is somewhat allied toQ. ovalis (CANDEzE, 1873) from Japan
(Honshu, Shikoku and Kyushu), but can be distinguished from the latter by the smaller
body, yellowish2nd and3rd segments of antennae and tarsi of legs, clearly different
shape of ring-like carination of scutellum, and elongate median lobe ofaedeagus.

Quasimus okinaH,ensis sp n o v.

(Fig 2 A- I)

M al e. Length 1 .8 mm, width about 0.5 mm. Body moderately elongate, almost
parallel-sided and gently convex above; black and shining except for2nd and3rd seg-
ments of antennae and tibiae and tarsi of legs more or less yellow to orange yellow;
vestiture cinereous and semidecumbent.

Head gently convex between eyes, weakly depressed at subvertica1 portion be-
tween antennae; surface moderately densely and evenly punctate (Fig 2D); clypea1
margin well ridged and weakly prolonged downwards at middle(Fig 2 Di、). Antenna
rather short, with the tip hardly reaching posterior angle of pronotum; basal segment
robust and subovate,2nd subcylindrical,3rd subtriangular and a little shorter than2nd,
4th almost as long as2nd(Fig 2 E),4th to 10th imperfectly serrate.

Pronotum subtrapezoida1, clearly wider than its length including posterior angles,
with sides weakly sinuate just before posterior angles, thence slightly rounded and
gradually convergent towards anterior angles (Fig 2F); disc dome-like, moderately
densely and evenly punctate, but the punctures become sparser in median longitudinal
area(Fig 2 G); posterior angles short, pointed posteriorly. Scutellum longer than width
across base, with ring-like carination trapezoidal (Fig 2 B↑).

Elytra about 18 times as long as their basal width, with sides almost parallel in
basal halves, thence rounded and gradually convergent towards apices which are nor-
mally rounded; striae indistinct; Ie量metasterna1 carinae of metasternum as illustrated
(Fig.1 C).

Aedeagus (ventral aspect) as illustrated; median lobe rather short, gradually con-
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Fig. 2. Quasin11ls okina、、,ensls sp nov., male (Okinawa-honto Is). - A, Holotype; B, scutellum; C,
left metastemal carinae; D, head and clypeal margin, dorsal aspect; E,2nd to4th segments of right an-
tenna; F, pronotum, dorsal aspect; G, some punctures on the disc of pronotum; H, apical portion of
aedcagus, ventral aspect; I, same(enlarged).

verging towards obtusely rounded apex (Fig. 2 H); each lateral lobe narrow and sub-
cylindrical (Fig 21).

Fem a l e. Very similar to male and difficult to distinguish from the latter without
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examination of genital apparatus.
Holotype: d, Nakaza in Oki nawa-honto ls., 12-V-1978, H. HIRAMATsU leg.

Paratypes: 7 exs., same locality and date as for the holotype.
Distnbutton. Okinawa-honto Is.of the Ryukyu Islands, Japan.
This new species is very similar toQ takahashi1 MIwA,1934 from the Yaeyama

Islands (Ishigaki-j ima, Iriomote-j ima and Yonaguni-j ima) of the Ryukyu Islands, but
can be distinguished from the latter by the shorter antennae and clearly different shape
of the aedeagus.

要 約

大平仁:1_: 日本産コメツキムシ科の新極, xxxIx. - 本報告ではミズギワコメツキ1111科
に属するQuasunus属の極で, 沖系a本島と久米島において平松広吉氏が得た2 新種を記ll? した.

Quasimus /1i,・oyoshii OHIRA ( ヒロヨシチビマメコメツキ) . 体長2mmに満たないやや幅広い精
円形の種で, 触角の第2, 3 節と肢の付節が黄色をしている. また, 一般外一形は本州や四国, 九

州から知られているQ.ovalisマルマメコメツキに類似しているが,  より小型である.
Quasimus okinawensis OHIRA ( オキナワチビマメコメツキ) . 体長1.8 mm内外の小型極で, It?l
角の第2,3 節と肢のll v節と付節が黄色で �䜛 . 般外形は, 八重山諸島から知られている
takahashii タカハシチビマメコメツキに類似している. 古い記録で, 沖系?本島からこの名称で報
告された個体は, おそらく本極を指しているものと思われる.
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