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Two New Synonyms of Taiwanese Onthophagus (Coleoptera,
Scarabaeidae) Described by BALTHASAR
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3-23-1 Hyakunin-chd, Shinjuku, Tokyo, 169-0073 Japan

On the occasion of my entomological research in Europe made in March, 2002, I had the
opportunity of examining the BALTHASAR collection preserved in the Department of Entomol-
ogy, National Museum, Prague, Czech Republic. I examined several problematical co-
prophagous beetles from East Asia and confirmed the following new synonyms of Taiwanese
Onthophagus species.

Onthophagus (Matashia) yubarinus (MATSUMURA, 1937)

Onthophagus yubarinus MATSUMURA, 1937, Ins. matsum., Sapporo, 11: 168.

Matashia mushana MATSUMURA, 1938, Ins. matsum., 12: 63.

Onthophagus (s. str.) ivae BALTHASAR, 1963, Mon. Scarab. Aphod. palaearkt. orient. Reg., 2: 602. (Syn.
nov.)
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Notes. BALTHASAR (1963) described “Onthophagus (s. str.) ivae” based on a female col-
lected from Polisha (Puli). It is a junior synonym of Onthophagus yubarinus MATSUMURA, 1937.

In his Monograph (1963), BALTHASAR regarded Onthophagus ivae as a member of the sub-
genus Onthophagus, but actually it belongs to the subgenus Matashia. Though MATSUMURA
(1938) described Matashia mushana from Taiwan without any statement about the generic pe-
culiarities, NOMURA (1973) recognized that the subgenus Digionthophagus BALTHASAR, 1959 is
nothing but a junior synonym of Matashia. Besides, Matashia mushana is a junior synonym of
Onthophagus yubarinus.

Onthophagus (Matashia) anguliceps BOUCOMONT, 1914

Onthophagus anguliceps BOUCOMONT, 1914, Annli. Mus. civ. Stor. nat. Genova, 46: 210.
Onthophagus actaeon BALTHASAR, 1946, Cas. Cs. Spol. ent., 43: 21. (Syn. nov.)

Notes. BALTHASAR described Onthophagus actaeon based on a male from Chip-Chip
(Chi Chi), though it is a junior synonym of Onthophagus anguliceps BOUCOMONT, 1914.

[ thank Dr. Josef JELINEK, Department of Entomology, National Museum, Czech Republic
for his kind permission to examine the BALTHASAR collection, and also thank Ing. Stanislav
BECVAR, the Institute of Entomology, Czech Academy of Science, for his invaluable arrange-
ment for my visit to the Museum.
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