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Calophagus pekinensis LESNE, 1902,
a Bostrichid Beetle new to the Japanese Fauna
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French entomologist Pierre LESNE described a new genus based on a single species,
Calophagus pekinensis in 1902. Five type-specimens were collected in the north of China, more
specifically in the surroundings of Beijing (LESNE, 1902; BOROWSKI & WEGRZYNOWICZ, 2007).
The genus Calophagus belongs to the tribe Xyloperthini and subfamily Bostrichinae of the family
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Fig. 1. Calophagus pekinensis LESNE, dorsal view.

Bostrichidae (BorOWSKI & WEGRzYNOwICZ, 2007). Hitherto there was no information avail-
able concerning this species, except the original description and subsequent catalogues. Working
on the collection of the Museum and Institute of Zoology, Polish Academy of Sciences in
Warsaw, among the unidentified material of Witold EICHLER’s collection we found Calophagus
pekinensis. Single specimen of this species was collected on the Tsushima Islands (Nagasaki
Prefecture) (labeled “Tsushima, Japan”, “no 10066”).

It is the first record for this species for more than 100 years and first record for the Japanese
fauna. Taking into consideration the above mentioned data and the geographical distribution
given by LESNE, it is possible to suppose that this species is also distributed in the Korean
Peninsula.

We would like to thank our colleague Piotr SLIPINSKI for taking photo of the specimen of
Calophagus pekinensis.
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