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Abstract A new oedemerid species, Sparedrus kurosai sp. nov., is described from southern Vietnam.
It is similar in general appearance to Sparedrus tryznai SvinLA from India, S. kolibaci SviHLA from In-
dia and Sri Lanka, but distinguished from the latter by features of the antennae and male genitalia.

Sparedrus DEJEAN, 1821 is a peculiar oedemerid genus in having a philine-like habitus (the ge-
nus Philus of the Philidae), and is characterized by the following features: eyes large and strongly pro-
truding, very deeply emarginate on anterior margin; antennae filiform or serrate, exceeding middle to
apices of elytra, with antennal insertions located on emarginations of eyes; abdominal tergite 7 round-
ed or shallowly emarginate at apex; abdominal sternite 7 emarginate at apex; male genitalia short,
with median lobe usually armed with subapical teeth, tegmen more or less shorter than median lobe
(SVIHLA, 2006 b, 2007). Forty-four species of the genus have so far been recorded from the tempera-
ture to tropical zones of the world, of which five are known from the Nearctic and Neotropical Re-
gions (U.S.A., Mexico, Guatemala, and Costa Rica) (SCHENKLING, 1915; ARNETT, 1951), while 39
from the Palearctic and Oriental Regions (southern to southeastern Europe, Iran, Uzbekistan, Kazakh-
stan, Tajikistan, Kyrgyzstan, Afghanistan, Pakistan, Nepal, India, Sri Lanka, Myanmar, Thailand,
Vietnam, Cambodia, China, and Taiwan) (VAzZQUEZ, 2002; SviHLA, 2006 a, 2006 b, 2007, 2008).

We recently had an opportunity to examine a peculiar species of the genus Sparedrus collected
from southern Vietnam. At glance, it resembles Sparedrus tryznai SViHLA from India and S. kolibaci
SviHLA from India and Sri Lanka, but shows unique features particularly in the antennae and male
genitalia. A careful examination revealed that the Sparedrus in question was evidently new to science
and we describe it as a new species in the following paragraphs with illustrations of taxonomically
important features.

This paper was written as a memorial to the late Dr. Kazuyoshi KurROsA who passed away at the
age of 97 on 18 January 2019.

Sparedrus kurosai AKIYAMA et NIISATO, Sp. nov.
(Figs. 1-6)

M ale. Body chestnut brown throughout except for black apices of mandibles and pitchy brown
eyes. Head including eyes 1.26 time as wide as apical width of pronotum, finely punctate and densely
clothed with decumbent yellowish white hairs; last segments of maxillary palpi long, securiform, 8.00
times as long as basal width, minutely pubescent (Fig. 3); clypeus almost flat, slightly arcuate on ante-
rior margin, sparsely clothed with long decumbent hairs; labrum transverse trapezoidal; antennal in-
sertions on emarginations of eyes, distinctly obliquely raised near frontal sides; eyes large and strong-
ly protruding, with anterior margin deeply emarginate in about 2/3 length of eyes, interocular distance
extremely narrow and about 1/11 width of head. Antennae long, about 1.20 times as long as body,



228 Hideo AKIYAMA, Tatsuya NiisaTo and Vu Van LIEN

R

. 5

Figs. 1-6. Sparedrus kurosai sp. nov., holotype ¢, from Binh Thuan Province, Vietham. —— 1, Dorsal habitus; 2,
structure of elytra; 3, apical two segments of maxillary palpus; 4, abdominal sternite 8; 5, median lobe and teg-
men, dorsal view; 6, ditto, lateral view. Scale: 1.00 mm for Fig. 1; 0.25 mm for Figs. 3-6; no scale for Fig. 2.

finely clothed with yellowish white pubescence; 1st segment moderately clavate; 2nd shorter than
wide; 3rd cylindrical, with a weak dent at outer side of apex; 4th to 10th slightly flattened, somewhat
conically spinose at each outer side of apices, with apical spines in 6th to 9th distinctly longer than
those of 4th, 5th and 10th; terminal segment simply arcuate; relative lengths of segments from base to
apex as follows: 1.3:0.3:2.5:2.5:24:23:23:22:22:2.3:3.1. Pronotum cylindrical, slightly
widened anteriorly, 1.22 times as long as basal width, with anterior and basal margins slightly arcuate;
surface finely irregularly punctate, densely clothed with recumbent yellowish white hairs. Scutellum
subtriangular, clothed with long recumbent yellowish white hairs. Elytra 2.95 times as long as width
near middle, almost parallel-sided, weakly narrowed posteriad, with apices conjointly evenly rounded
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when closed; surface rough and irregularly punctate, densely clothed with decumbent yellowish white
hairs (Fig. 2). Abdominal tergite 7 right triangular, with a shallow subtriangular emargination at mid-
dle of apical margin, distinctly longer than wide, exceeding abdominal sternite 7 in about apical 1/3.
Abdominal sternite 7 triangular, widely roundly emarginate on middle of apical margin. Abdominal
sternite 8 provided with an arcuate projection on each side of apical margin (Fig. 4). Legs long; hind
femora slightly thickened; claws simple. Genitalia relatively short; median lobe gradually narrowed in
apical half, bluntly pointed apically, provided with a pair of small sharp teeth on apical 1/8 of ventral
side, the teeth weakly arcuate in lateral view; tegmen slightly shorter than median lobe, gently arcuate
in lateral view; paramere slightly narrowed in a sinuate line to apical 1/3, thin and prolonged at each
tip (Figs. 5 & 6).

Female. Unknown.

Length: 11.50 mm.

DBype specimen. Holotype: &, Dong Tien, Binh Thuan Province, Vietnam, V.2018. The holotype
is preserved in the Vietnam National Museum of Nature, Ha Noi, Vietnam.

Etymology. The specific name is given in dedication to the late Dr. Kazuyoshi KUROSA.

Distribution. Southern Vietnam (Binh Thuan Province).

Notes. This new species is similar in general appearance to Sparedrus tryznai SVIHLA from In-
dia, but easily distinguished from the latter by the following points: body darker; apical spines in 4th
to 10th antennal segments subconical, those on 6th to 9th longer than in other segments; and median
lobe slightly widened to apex which is bluntly pointed. It differs also from Sparedrus kolibaci SVIHLA
from India and Sri Lanka in the following points: apical spines on 4th to 10th antennal segments lon-
ger than those of S. kolibaci and form subconical in shape; and median lobe armed with a pair of ven-
tral teeth.

Although three species of the genus Sparedrus have so far been known from northern Vietnam,
the present new species is the first representative for the genus from the southern area of Vietnam.
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