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A New Distributional Record of Lema (Petauristes) trivittata Say, 1824  
(Coleoptera, Chrysomelidae, Criocerinae) from Okinawa-jima Is.,  

the Okinawa Isls. in the Ryukyus, Southwestern Japan
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Lema (Petauristes) trivittata Say, 1824 was described from the Rocky Mountains in USA (Say, 1824), and 
has been recorded from North America (White, 1993). However, this species was discovered in 2011 from Miya-
ko-jima Is. in the Miyako Isls., the Ryukyus, southwestern Japan (Aoyagi, 2012). It is now widely known from 
five islands in the south Ryukyus (Minna-jima, Ishigaki-jima, Iriomote-jima, Hateruma-jima, and Yonaguni-jima 
Is.) and Taiwan (Kawaji, 2012; Lee & Matsumura, 2013; Minami & Miyamoto, 2015; Kohama & Sunagawa, 
2019). Minami and Miyamoto (2015) confirmed that this species had already invaded to Japan in 2004. Recently, 
this species was also recorded from Yabuchi-jima Is. in the Okinawa Isls. in the Ryukyus (Shigetoh, 2019), sug-
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Figs. 1–4.  Habitus and host plant of Lema (Petauristes) trivittata in Okinawa-jima Is. — 1, Dorsal habitus of L. 
(P.) trivittata; 2, Physalis sp. on which adults were collected; 3, adults feeding on Physalis sp.; 4, larvae feed-
ing on Physalis sp.
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gesting that the distribution area is expanding. This species is known to be associated with Physalis angulata and 
P. peruviana in Japan and Taiwan (Aoyagi, 2012; Lee & Matsumura, 2013).

In this report, L. (P.) trivittata was newly recorded from Okinawa-jima Is. in the Okinawa Isls. This is the 
second record of the species from the islands. The examined specimens are transferred by Mr. K. Kijima (Okina-
wa Prefectural Government, Naha) and are preserved at Naha Plant Protection Station, Naha (NPPS).

Serious agricultural damage caused by L. (P.) trivittata has not been reported in Japan. However, there is lit-
tle information on the species in Japan. Further investigation is necessary in the future.

Before going further, I would like to thank Mr. K. Kijima for providing valuable specimens and photos for 
this report. I also thank Mr. Y. Tatematsu (NPPS) for reviewing the manuscript.

Lema (Petauristes) trivittata Say, 1824  
[Japanese name: Misuji-kubi-boso-hamushi]  

(Figs. 1–4)

Specimens examined.  Japan: Okinawa Pref., 2 exs., Nago, Ôkita, 10.IX.2015, K. Kijima leg.
Distribution.  Japan: the Okinawa Isls. (Yabuchi-jima Is.; Okinawa-jima Is. –– new record), Miyako Isls. 

(Miyako-jima Is. and Minna-jima Is.), and Yaeyama Isls. (Ishigaki-jima Is., Iriomote-jima Is., Hateruma-jima Is., 
and Yonaguni-jima Is.) (Aoyagi, 2012; Kawaji, 2012; Minami & Miyamoto, 2015; Minami, 2015; Minami, 
2018; Shigetoh, 2019; Kohama & Sunagawa, 2019); USA, Canada, and Taiwan (Say, 1824; White, 1993; Lee 
& Matsumura, 2013).

Notes.  New to Okinawa-jima Is. This collecting date is four years earlier than the record from Yabuchi-jima 
Is., and therefore is the oldest distribution record in the Okinawa Isls. so far. In Okinawa-jima Is., adults and lar-
vae of this species were collected feeding on Physalis sp. growing in a grassland.
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