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Notes on the Species of Staphylinidae (Coleoptera) from Asia
V. A New Species of the Genus Oxyporus from Sapa District in Northern Vietnam
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Abstract A new species, Oxyporus vietnamensis T. ITO, sp. nov. is described from Sapa District
in northern Vietnam.

The genus Oxyporus FABRICIUS, 1775 includes more than one hundred all over the world (HER-
MAN, 2001; LOBL & SMETANA, 2004; HUANG et al., 2006). In these years, a number of the species
were described especially from China (ZHENG, 1992, 1997; ZHENG & L1, 2010, 2011; ZHENG et al.,
2010, 2011). But only a few species had been described from the Oriental Region. In the present pa-
per I am going to describe a species of the genus from Vietnam for the first time. This new species
was collected at a kind of mushroom (Pleurotus sp.) which was bearing on a standing rotten tree in a
virgin forest in Sapa District together with the species of Philonthus and Lordithon.

Before going further into detailed description of it, I would like to express my hearty thanks to
Mr. Yasutoshi SHIBATA (Machida City, Tokyo Metr.) for his kindness in having many literature on this
study and to all the members of the collecting trip to Sapa District in 2009 for their pleasant acquaint-
ance and friendly support, particularly to Mr. Atsushi HAsuo (Chikusei City, Ibaraki Pref.) for offer-
ing invaluable materials used in the present paper.

Oxyporus vietnamensis T. IT0, sp. nov.
(Figs. la-b, 2a-b)

M al e: Body relatively larger-sized and rather shiny. Head reddish brown but under side of api-
cal margin, gular sutures and large spots of their outsides blackish; pronotum black except reddish
brown transversely area in middle, prosternum, meso- and metasterna wholly black; scutellum black-
ish. Elytra reddish brown except for black latero-apical triangular areas; abdomen yellowish brown
except for 5th to 7th segments but 5th one with only apical area in middle, 6th one wholly and 7th one
with most basal area blackish. Mandibles dull black; the other mouth parts and antennae yellowish
brown to yellow; legs yellowish brown but apices of tibiae blackish; pubescence on body yellowish to
blackish brown.

Length: 11.4-12.0 mm (except for mouth parts and 9th abdominal segment).

Head sub-quadrate, wider than long (1 : 0.88), almost impunctate, scarcely and sparsely with a
very finely punctuation and sometimes irregularly fovea like a large puncture between eyes those are
somewhat large, their longitudinal diameters as long as postgenae; each postgena a little expanded lat-
erally behind eyes and then arcuately narrowed toward neck; clypeus widely and shallowly emargin-
ate at darkened apical margin; frons moderately transversely depressed; mandibles and bilobed la-
brum slightly asymmetric, each right one of them longer than the left one, even shorter one of
mandibles obviously longer than the head in length; antennae short, not reaching the neck, with four
basal segments polished, the remainings ciliate, Ist to Sth and 11th segments longer than wide, 1st ro-
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Fig. 1. Oxyporus vietnamensis T. ITO, sp. nov. (paratype, o). a, Habitus, dorsal view; b, ditto, ventral view.

bust, 2nd the smallest, 3rd as long as and narrower than 4th, 5th to 10th gradually increasing in wide,
11th narrower and longer than the preceding segment.

Pronotum sub-quadrate, slightly wider than long (1 : 0.92), narrower (0.89 : 1) and shorter than
head (0.89 : 1), widest near middle, with an apical transverse black fascia which does not extend to
the apical angles from the apical margin to the median transverse sulcus, and with a basal fascia
whose apical border is distinctly emarginate in middle; a pair of longitudinal pre-basal sulci very fee-
ble or scarce; surface smooth, almost impunctate and microsculptured as on head, but the microsculp-
ture a little coarser and closer. Scutellum flat and trapezoidal in shape.

Elytra quadrate, wider than long (width in the widest point : humeral length=1.20 : 1), slightly
dilated apicad, distinctly longer (1.42 : 1) and wider (1.58 : 1) than pronotum, with triangular black
areas reaching at lateral margins but not touching with each other at suture; surface roughly uneven,
evidently, deeply and striately punctate doubly on each elytron, and with the punctures of consider-
able number between the two rows of punctures and sutural punctures.

Abdomen gradually narrowed apicad; 3rd and 4th tergites each with a pair of small pruinose
spots in the middle, all tergites covered with a striolate microsculpture, practically impunctate except
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Fig. 2. Aedeagus of Oxyporus vietnamensis T. ITO, sp. nov. a, Ventral view; b, lateral view.

for a pair of characteristic punctures near the middle; each sternite similarly sculptured to tergite, but
slightly rugulose and with setiferous punctures near apical area; 8th sternite shallowly and widely
emarginate at apical margin. Legs moderate in manner, protarsi not dilated in male.

Aedeagus a little asymmetrical, rather moderately sclerotized except for dorsal side; median lobe
from ventral view, relatively wide, slightly expanded toward apicad, the apex subtruncated; lateral
lobes very shin and short, the right one longer than the left one, each with a spine at tip (Fig. 2a-b).

Female: Unknown.

Type series. Holotype: o', Tram Ton, alt. 1,900 m, Sapa District, Vietnam, 5-V-2009, T. ITo
leg. (coll. to be eventually deposited in the Osaka Natural History Museum). Paratypes: 2 «'d”, the
same locality and datum of holotype, A. HAsuo leg.

Comments. The present species is allied to Oxyporus cephalotes known from Myanmar (CAM-
ERON, 1930), O. sinicus from China (HUANG et al., 2006), O. ferox from Borneo (SMETANA, 1989) and
O. flobri from Mexico (SHARP, 1889) in the coloration of the head and pronotum which is similarly
reddish, but it is different from O. cephalotes by the abdomen and legs quite different in colour, from
O. sinicus, O. ferox and O. flobri by the body being larger and the pronotum being with longitudinal
pre-basal sulci which are very feeble or scarce, etc.

Distribution. Vietnam.

Etymology. The specific name of the new species is given after Vietnam which is the country
of the type locality of the present species situated.
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