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The family Melandryidae Leach, 1815 was known as false darkling beetles and represented by 290 species 
of 24 genera with variously shaped appearances and a worldwide distribution (Pollock, 2002). Up to present, 
only seven species of six genera, Dicraeomorpha, Ivania, Mimoserropalpus, Osphya, Phloeotrinus and Serropal-
pus, in this family have been recorded in Taiwan (Ishikawa et al., 2007; Nikitsky & Pollock, 2008).

Recently, the first author collected one specimen by sweeping in Meifeng located in the central area of Tai-
wan at intermediate altitude. After careful comparison, we identified the specimen as Hypulus cingulatus Lewis, 
1895, which was characterized by the elongated body; two golden-gray transverse bands in the middle and near 
the apex of elytra respectively; elytra are dark red in anterior half, and black in the area between two golden-gray 
bands and in the apex (Lewis, 1895). This species has been known from Honshu, Kyushu and Yakushima Island 
in Japan (Sasaji, 1985). In this report, H. cingulatus is shown below as a new record in Taiwan.

The voucher specimen will be deposited in the National Museum of Natural Science, Taichung City, Taiwan 
(NMNS) and the compared specimens were deposited in Ehime University Museum, Matsuyama, Japan (EUMJ). 
The habitus photo was taken with a Nikon COOLPIX P310 digital camera. Body length was measured from the 
anterior margin of clypeus to the apices of elytra and width was measured at the widest part of both elytra.

Hypulus cingulatus Lewis, 1895 
(Fig. 1)

Hypulus cingulatus Lewis, 1895: 269.

Specimen examined. 1 ♀ (NMNS), Meifeng, Nantou County, Taiwan, 26.IV.2015, Y. Hisao leg.
Comparative specimens. 1 ex. (EUMJ), Mt. Kasugayama, Nara-shi, Nara Pref., Japan, 3.IV.1992, H. 

Yoshitomi leg.; 2 exs. (EUMJ), Ohyakuzure, Shizuoka-shi, Shizuoka Pref., Japan, 30.V.1999, T. Kurihara leg.
Measurement. Body length: 9.0 mm; body width: 2.0 mm.
Distribution. Japan: Honshu, Kyushu and Yakushima Is.; Taiwan: Meifeng, new record.
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Fig. 1.  Habitus of Hypulus cingulatus Lewis, 1895 from 
Meifeng. Scale: 5.0 mm


