Elytra, Tokyo, New Series, 8 (1): 115-117
June 25, 2018

Leaf Beetles (Coleoptera, Chrysomelidae) New to Gaja-jima Is.,
the Tokara Isls., North Ryukyus, Southwestern Japan
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Gaja-jima Is. in the Tokara Isls., North Ryukyus, southwestern Japan is located in about 28 km west of Na-
kanoshima Is. This is a small volcanic island (4.5 km®) with a maximum altitude of 495 m and surrounded by the
sea cliffs ranging from 50 to100 m in height (NARUO, 1995). The insect fauna of this island has never been satis-
factorily investigated because this island became uninhabited in 1970 (MATSUMURA, 1995). To date, 54
chrysomelid beetles have been known from the Tokara Islands (NAKANE & KiM0TO,1961; KiMoTo, 1980; TAKIZA-
WA, 2006-2014; Isowa, 2012; SUENAGA et al., 2017). With regards to the coleopteran fauna, there have been re-
ports on the Scarabacoidea, Cerambycidae, and Erotylidae (Languriinae) from Gaja-jima Is., but nothing has
been known about the chrysomelid fauna of this island until now (MATSUSHITA, 1999; Hosova, 2011; Tok1 & Ho-
SOYA, 2012; HosovA et al., 2013 a, b).

In the summer of 2010 and 2011, T. Hosova (TH) and W. Tok1 (WT) conducted field surveys over twice for
beetle fauna of Gaja-jima Is. and collected some chrysomelids which were later identified into three species by H.
SHIGETOH (HS) and H. YOSHITAKE. In this paper, we record the three chrysomelid species in two subfamilies.
These specimens are preserved in the Institute for Agro-Environmental Sciences, NARO, Tsukuba (NIAES). All
species recorded herein are new to the fauna of Gaja-jima Is.
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Figs. 1-3. Leaf beetles from Gaja-jima Is., the Tokara Isls, North Ryukyus, southwestern Japan.
um gaschkevitchii tokaraense; 2, Psylliodes brettinghami; 3, Aphthona sp.
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Family Chrysomelidae LATREILLE, 1802

Subfamily Eumolpinae Hopg, 1840

1. Acrothinium gaschkevitchii tokaraense NAKANE, 1956

[Japanese name: Akagane-saru-hamushi]
(Fig. 1)

Specimen examined. 1 ex., Kyu-shiiraku, Gaja-jima Is., 13.VIL.2011, W. TokI leg.
Distribution. Japan: the Tokara Isls. (Nakanoshima Is. and Kuchinoshima Is.; Gaja-jima Is. — new record).

Subfamily Alticinae NEwMAN, 1835

2. Psylliodes brettinghami BALY, 1862
[Japanese name: Ruri-nagasune-tobi-hamushi]
(Fig. 2)
Specimen examined. 1 ex., near Lighthouse, Gaja-jima Is., 26.VI1.2010, T. Hosova leg.
Distribution. Japan: Honshu, Sado Is., the Ogasawara Isls. (Chichi-jima Is., Haha-jima Is. and Iwo-jima Is.),

Shikoku, Kyushu, the Tokara Isls. (Nakanoshima Is.; Gaja-jima Is. — new record) and Amami Isls. (Amami-Oshi-
ma Is.); Oceania, China, Taiwan, Vietnam, Burma, Nepal, India, the Philippines, Indonesia, and Australia.

3. Aphthona sp.
(Fig. 3)

Specimen examined. 1 ex., near Lighthouse, Gaja-jima Is., 13.VIL.2011, T. HOSOYA leg.

Notes. The examined specimen was identified as a Aphthona species based on the form of frontal tubercle
and pronotum with no distinct transverse impressions. Presently, the genus Aphthona contains six known species
from the Ryukyus (TAKIzAwA, 2012). The specimen in question seems not to belong to any other congeners from
the Ryukyus, but we could not identify it to species due to the bad condition.
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