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Neomecyslobus (Nipponomerus) masatakai Morimoto et Kojima (Coleoptera, 
Curculionidae, Molytinae) New for Okinawajima Island, the Ryukyus, Japan
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Neomecyslobus (Nipponomerus) masatakai Morimoto et Kojima, 2007, belonging to the tribe Mecysolobi-
ni of the subfamily Molytinae, has hitherto been recorded from the islands of Akusekijima, Amami-Ôshima, Ish-
igakijima and Yonagunijima in the Ryukyus (Morimoto & Kojima, 2007; Kojima & Fujisawa, 2015). Ecology 
of this species is unknown except that several adults were collected by beating Castanopsis sieboldii (Fagaceae; 
Sudajii in Japanese) on Akusekijima Island in the Tokara Islands (Kojima & Fujisawa, 2015). In the year 2020, 
one of us, Tsuha, collected this rare weevil on Okinawajima Island in the central Ryukyus. In this short report, 
we record it from the island for the first time.

Neomecyslobus (Nipponomerus) masatakai Morimoto et Kojima, 2007  
[Japanese name: Masataka-ashinaga-zômushi]

Neomecyslobus (Nipponomerus) masatakai Morimoto & Kojima, 2007, 230 (type locality: “Mt. Bannadake, Ishigaki-jima, 
Ryukyus”; distribution: Amami-Ôshima Is., Ishigakijima Is. & Yonagunijima Is.). — Alonso-Zarazaga, 2013, 484 
(cataloged). — Alonso-Zarazaga et al., 2017, 474 (cataloged).

Merus (Nipponomerus) masatakai: Kojima & Fujisawa, 2015, 519 (Akusekijima Is.; on Castanopsis sieboldii).

Specimen examined.  Japan: the Ryukyus. 1 ex., Okinawajima Is., Kunigami-son, Iji, 18.VII.2020, S. Tsuha 
leg., by light trap.

Distribution.  Japan: the Ryukyus (Akusekijima Is., Amami-Ôshima Is., Ishigakijima Is., and Yonagunijima 
Is.; Okinawajima Is. — new record).

Biological notes.  The examined specimen was attracted at night to a light trap which was set in front of the 
secondary broad-leaved forest dominated by Castanopsis sieboldii.

References

Alonso-Zarazaga, M. A., 2013. Molytinae. Pp. 475–497. In Löbl, I., & A. Smetana (eds.), Catalogue of Palaearctic Coleop-
tera, 8. Curculionoidea II. 700 pp. Brill, Leiden / Boston.

Alonso-Zarazaga, M. A., H. Barrios, R. Borovec, P. Bouchard, R. Caldara, E. Colonnelli, L. Gültekin, P. Hlaváč, B. 
Korotyaev, C. H. C. Lyal, A. Machado, M. Meregalli, H. Pierotti, L. Ren, M. Sánchez-Ruiz, A. Sforzi, H. Silfver-
berg, J. Skuhrovec, M. Trýzna, A. J. Velázquez de Castro & N. N. Yunakov, 2017. Cooperative Catalogue of Pa-
laearctic Coleoptera Curculionoidea [online]. Monografías Electrónicas S. E. A., 8. 729 pp. Sociedad Entomológica Ara-
gonesa, Zaragoza. Available from: http://sea-entomologia.org/PDF/MeSEA_8_Catalogue_Palaeartic_Curculionoidea.pdf

Kojima, H., & Y. Fujisawa, 2015. Biological and distributional notes on weevils (Coleoptera, Curculionoidea) from the Tokara 
Islands, the Ryukyus, southwestern Japan. Elytra, Tokyo, (n. ser.), 5: 515–524.

Morimoto, K., & H. Kojima, 2007. Taxonomic notes on the tribe Mecysolobini (Coleoptera, Curculionidae), with descriptions 
of three new taxa from Japan. Elytra, Tokyo, 35: 226–237.

Manuscript received 23 September 2020;  
revised and accepted 23 November 2020.

Elytra, Tokyo, New Series, 10 (2): 290 
December 25, 2020


