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Echiaster unicolor Bernhauer, 1922, which was originally described as a variety of E. japonicus Bernhau-
er from Taiwan (Bernhauer, 1922, 1923; Assing, 2011), is widely distributed in East Asia (Assing, 2011, 2014), 
but this species seems to be rare. Recently, we examined some specimens of this species collected from various 
localities in Japan and Taiwan. In this paper, we present a list of previous and new records of this species.
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kozeki (Yokkaichi City) for their kind help in various ways.

Echiaster unicolor Bernhauer, 1922  
(Figs. 1–2)

Echiaster unicolor Bernhauer, 1922: 230 [as variety of Echiaster japonicus]. — Smetana, 2004: 590 [catalogued]. — 
Assing, 2011: 451 [as valid name]. — Schülke & Smetana, 2015: 938 [catalogued]. — Assing, 2014: 1088 [distri-
bution].

Echiaster japonicus Bernhauer, 1923 [1922]: 123. — Assing, 2011: 451 [as junior synonym of unicolor].
Echiaster unicolor japonicus: Herman, 2003: 4. — Smetana, 2004: 590 [catalogued]. — Shibata et al., 2013: 153 [cata-

logued].

Previous records.  Japan. Honshu: [Mie] Mikizaki, Owase-shi (Narukawa et al., 2006); Daiô-chô (Naruka-
wa et al., 2011); Minamiise-chô (Yokozeki, 2002). [Kyoto] “Kyoto Pref.” (Kyoto Pref., 2015; without detail 
data). [Hiroshima] Kure-shi (Nakamura, 2014). Izu Isls.: Miyake-jima Is. (Watanabe & Sohma, 1972). 
Shikoku: “Shikoku” (Shibata et al., 2013). [Kagawa] Kankakedôri, Shôdo-shima Is. (Fujimoto, 2011). Tsushima 
Is.: “Tsushima” (Bernhauer, 1923). Koshiki Isls.: Sebi, Shimo-koshiki-jima (Watanabe, 1998). Taiwan. 
“Formosa” (Bernhauer, 1922). [Taipei] Yangming-shan (Assing, 2011); Tianmu Gudao (Assing, 2011). 
[Taitung] Gaotai (Assing, 2011); Zhiben (Assing, 2011, 2014); Tulan (Assing, 2011); Hsinkang-shan (Assing, 
2014). China. [Zhejiang] Tianmu-shan (Assing, 2011). [Fujian] Wuyi-shan (Assing, 2014). [Hunan] Tianzi-shan 
Nat. Res. (Assing, 2011). [Guangxi] Maoer-shan (Assing, 2014). [Sichuan] Luding County (Assing, 2014). 
[Yunnan] Dali City (Assing, 2011).

Specimens examined.  Japan. Honshu: [Kyoto] 1 ex., Kuwagai, Maizuru-shi, 5.VIII.2004, T. Murao leg. 
(voucher specimen for the record by Kyoto Pref. (2015)). [Mie] 1 ex., Daiô-chô, 2.IV.1993, H. Yokozeki leg. 
(voucher specimen for the record by Narukawa et al., 2011); 1 ex., ditto, but 31.V.1994. [Wakayama] 2 exs., 
Oura, Hidaka-chô, 7.X.2016, I. Matoba leg. [Okayama] 1 ex., Mt. Tatsunokuchi-yama (alt. 100 m), Okayama-
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shi, 1.V.2019. Y. Senda leg.; 1 ex., ditto, but 2.I.2017, M. Takeda leg.; 1 ex., Tsushimahigashi, Okayama-shi, 
20.III.2020, H. Takeda leg. [Hiroshima] 1 ex., Kure, 4.III.1990, I. Okamoto leg. Shikoku: [Kochi] 5 exs., Muro-
to, 4.VI.1988, T. Ito leg.; 1 ex., ditto, but 5.VI.1988. Kyushu: [Kagoshima] 1 ex., Kawanabe-chô, 31.X.2005, S. 
Imasaka leg.; 1 ex., Satahetsuka, Minamiôsumi-chô, 16.VIII.2019, S. Inoue leg. Tsushima Is.: 1 ♂, Kechi, Mit-
sushima-chô, 14.VII.2000, T. Kan leg.; 1 ex., Mt. Tatera-yama, 15.IX.1995, H. Yokozeki leg.; 4 exs., Shûshi, 
Kamitsuhima-chô, 13.V.2017, T. Ito leg.; 1 ex., ditto, but 22.VII.2018. Taiwan. [Taipei] 1 ex., Yangmingshan, 
6.V.1983, T. Ito leg. [Nantou] 6 exs., Fenglinkouchi, 14.IX.2012, T. Ito leg.; 1 ex., Aowanda, 17.IX.2012, T. Ito 
leg.

Distribution.  Japan (Honshu, Izu Isls. (Miyake-jima Is.), Shikoku, Shôdo-shima Is., Tsushima Is. and Ko-
shiki Isls. (Shimo-koshiki-jima Is.); Kyushu –– new record), Taiwan and China.

Notes.  According to Shibata et al. (2013), this species is distributed on mainland of Shikoku, but no previ-
ous records of this species from the mainland could be found in our literature survey.
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