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A test for estimating survival ability of Comusia testacea (Coleoptera, Cerambycidae)
under salty and wet conditions

Hiroshi MAKIHARA, Junsuke Y AMASAKO and Hisatomo TAK1

Summary: A cerambycid species, Comusia testacea, is widely distributed from Taiwan to south shore of Kyushu,

Shikoku and Honshu through the Nansei Isles along the stream of Kuroshio Current, and also the Oceanic

Ogasawara Isles. It has been thought that this species might spread the distribution area by using the Kuroshio

Current in drifting woods. However, the survival ability of the larvae under salty and wet conditions has never

been tested. We examined the survival rate of the larvae of C. festacea and Monochamus alternatus endai in the

woods dipped in fresh and salt water for 30 days. As a result, most of the larvae of C. testacea survived in the

host plant, but no larvae of Monochamus survived. It suggests that larvae of C. festacea have ability to survive in

drifting woods in the ocean and spread the distribution area along the Kuroshio Current.
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