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First Record of the Leaf Beetle Longitarsus boraginicolus Ohno (Coleoptera,
Chrysomelidae) from the Nansei Islands, Southwestern Japan

Hiroaki Shigetoh, Tadashi Ishikawa and Ken Takahata

Summary. To date, Longitarsus boraginicolus Ohno, 1968, a leaf beetle species belonging to the chrysomelid subfamily
Alticinae, has been known to be endemic to Japan, and is distributed across mainland Japan (Hokkaido, Honshu, Shikoku,
Kyusyu, and their adjacent islands). Herein, we record the occurrence of the species for the first time in the Nansei Islands
(the Ryukyus), southwestern Japan, based on specimens obtained from Nakanoshima Island, Tokunoshima Island, and
Okinawa-jima Island. On the basis of these findings, the distribution range of the species is revised to extend to the south.
An apparently discontinuous intraspecific variation in coloration has been confirmed between populations from the Nansei
Islands and mainland Japan. These newly recorded individuals have yellowish-brown antennae with blackish-brown
segments IV and V, a blackish-brown to dark brown head and pronotum, yellowish-brown elytra with blackish-brown
anterior and posterior margins, and yellowish-brown legs except for the metafemora, which are blackish-brown. As the host
plants of L. boraginicolus (various grasses of Boraginaceae) are widely distributed on the islands, it is, therefore, highly

possible that this leaf beetle will be discovered on many other islands of the Nansei Islands in the future.
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Figs. 1, 2. Habitat of Longitarsus boraginicolus in Haebaru-cho, Okinawa-jima Island, the Okinawa Islands., southwestern Japan.
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Filed surveyed for pests of pepino; 2, pepino plant on which we collected L. boraginicolus.
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Figs. 3, 4. Longitarsus boraginicolus collected at Haebaru-cho, Okinawa-jima Island.
——— 3, Dorsal view; 4, ventral view.
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