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Insects are found in almost every environment worldwide; thus, they influence human lives, minds, and 
souls. Insects are ubiquitous not only in the environment including human habitations, but also in human culture, 
where they are represented in literature, art, film, music, history, religion, cartoons, video games, etc (BEREN-
BAUM, 1995; KONISHI, 2007; MEYER-ROCHOW et al., 2008; KLEIN, 2012; TAKADA, 2010; 2013 a; HOSHINA & 
TAKADA, 2012). However, the representation of insect images on cultural objects has perhaps not been sufficient-
ly explored. Therefore even simple questions in cultural entomology still remain as to how insects are represented 
in human culture, because the field in which studies insects’ influence on human culture and societies, has been 
established for only approximately 30 years. Perhaps, insects are found in unimaginable extent of human culture.

In this report, as a curious example of insect representation in human culture, I recorded coccinellid insects 
being used as a urinal target to reduce splashing as an aim to maintain hygiene in gentlemen’s toilets (Figs. 1 & 
2). I found this target on March 1, 2014 in the water closet of a variety shop in Osaka, Japan. We can observe at a 
glance that the image is a realistic depiction of the seven-spot ladybug (Coccinella septempunctata LINNÉ, 1758).

Surprisingly, some have already reported insects being used as urinal targets to reduce splashing; for exam-
ple, BEREMBAUM (2009) reported that fly images are used as urinal targets in the water closets of Schiphol Airport, 
Amsterdam, The Netherlands. Moreover, TAKADA (2013 b) reported bee-like images are used as urinal targets in 
gentlemen’s toilets in Tengachaya Station, Nankai Electric Railway, Osaka, Japan. In contrast, SAKURATANI and 
SHIYAKE (2009) have reported that ladybugs are represented in various kinds of cultural media or objects and in 
many kinds of goods such as confectionery (TAKADA, 2013 c). Perhaps, however, this is the first report of using 
coccinellids as urinal targets. This representation may be unexpected for many entomologists because ladybugs are 
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Fig. 1. Gentlemen’s water closet of a variety shop in Osaka.



Kenta TAKADA314

not unsanitary pests, but harmless and unthreatening insects, and are not usually associated with water closets or 
unsanitary places. Furthermore, ladybugs are cute insects with calm behavior that might not, to entomologists at 
least, imply as a target. Some western gentlemen might even hesitate to aim at such a realistic depiction, because 
western countries traditionally associate ladybugs with good luck (ADAMS, 1992; TAKADA, 2013 c).

Finally, I thank Dr. Akihiro MIYANOSHITA for his valuable information on the reference and Mr. Yoshiyuki 
WATANABE for his arrangement in my research. I also thank anonymous referees for their peer review. The au-
thors would like to thank Enago (www.enago.jp) for the English language review.

References

ADAMS, J., 1992. Insect Potpourri. 519 pp. Sandhill Crane Press, Gainesville, USA.
BERENBAUM, M. R., 1995. Bugs in the Systems. 377 pp. Addison-Wesley Publishing Company, USA.
— 2009. The Earwig’s Tail. 216 pp. Harvard University Press, USA.
HOSHINA, H., & TAKADA, K., 2012. Cultural coleopterology in modern Japan: the rhinoceros beetle in Akihabara culture. Am. 

Entomologist, 58: 202–207.
KLEIN, B. A., 2012. The curious connection between insects and dreams. Insects, 3: 1–17.
KONISHI, M., 2007. Insects, Man and Book. 519 pp. Soshinsha, Osaka, Japan. (In Japanese.)
MEYER-ROCHOW, V. B., K. NONAKA & S. BOULIDAM, 2008. More feared than revered: Insects and their impact on human societ-

ies (with some specific data on the importance of entomophagy in a Laotian setting). Ent. Heute, 20: 3–25.
SAKURATANI, Y., & SHIYAKE, S., 2007. Handbook of Ladybird Beetles in Japan. 148 pp. Bunkyo-shuppan, Osaka, Japan. (In 

Japanese.)
TAKADA, K., 2010. Cultural coleopterology: An outline of cultural entomology of coleopteran insects. Coleopt. News, Tokyo, 

(170): 13–18. (In Japanese.)
— 2013 a. Recommendation to study cultural entomology. Nature Study, 59: 14–15. (In Japanese. Title of the book is 

translated in English by author.)
— 2013 b. Use of insect as a design represented on the men’s urinal. Tokkuribachi, 81: 72–73. (In Japanese.)
— 2013 c. Ladybug-shaped Chocolate on a Mousse Cake bought at a bakery in Amagasaki City, Japan. Elytra, Tokyo, 

(n. ser.), 3: 195–198.

Manuscript received 4 September 2014;  
revised and accepted 12 October 2014.

Fig. 2. Ladybug-shaped urinal target to reduce splashing as an aim to maintain hygiene in gentlemen’s toilet.


